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I love early morning.  
 

I love the  renewal of life that happens 

with each sunrise.  I love hearing the 

birds and bugs wake up and chatter 

praise for the new day.  At that hour, 

the air is filled with hope; God is 

everywhere! Anything and everything 

is possible today!  

 

The beginning of Fall  also seems to 

inspire that way.  While there is a 

sweet melancholy in leaving summer 

behind, there is also a renewal of life; 

of energyé an air of hope that comes 

with the new season.  Back to school, 

(sorry kids) back to work, back to 

church life, or jus t back to routineé 

the chatter of expectation takes center 

stage this time of year.   

 

It always amazes me how many things 

I think  I can accomplish, ñonce things 

get back to normal.ò As if the new 

season will bring extra hours in each 

day.  And though I ha te to admit thisé 

truth be told, it is the routine that 

somehow helps me to manage my 

time better. It affords me a schedule 

so that the things I need to do, fit 

better; even my time with God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I like to convince myself that this is 

not so.  In late spring, especially 

toward the end of the church program 

year, I yearn for the lazy hazy days 

ahead; when my morning time with 

God wonôt be cut short, or when Iôll 

have extra time to write in my journa l, 

or to read the Bible, or to pray.  But as 

much as I like to think that, it doesnôt 

often hold true. Iôm too easily drawn 

away to do something else -  even if itôs 

a ñGodïlikeò activity.   

 

Setting a time during the day is the 

best way I know to insure tha t I spend 

time with God.  I t helps us to get to 

know Godôs will for us- not just for 

that day, but for our lives.  It is the 

way Jesus modeled for us.  As we 

spend time in Godôs presence; praying, 

reading, meditating or just being still, 

we get to know the  mind of God.  And 

in the process , build relationship and 

friendship with God that strengthens 

and empowers us in our journey of 

faith.  

 

As you begin to make your fall 

schedules, whatever that may mean to 

you, be intentional this year about 

slotting in a t ime each day to spend 

with the Creator.  At that hour, the air 

is filled with hope; God is everywhere! 

Anything and everything is possible 

today!    

 

Pastor Linda  
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A Sign of the Times  
 
In July, at long last, the new sign was 

installed in front of the church.  It wasn’t 

an easy installation though! The 

supporting poles in the old sign were 

surrounded with many bags of concrete 

and almost impossible to remove to 

make way for the new posts.  Thank you 

to Dan Snyder (and his Hummer) for 

extricating the old posts, paving the way 

for the new installation. The sign also 

gave us an opportunity to combine our 

information with that of our Korean 

Fellowship.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

The sign was designed by Dan Snyder.  

The cross below the top arch was 

modified to reflect the shape of the 

gothic cross that adorns the top of the 

window arches on the steeple.  

 

Painting Project Approved  
 

At the September 9
th

 consistory meeting, 

approval was given to start the first 

phase of painting our church. First up 

will be the preparation of the front of the 

church including the steeple. After the 

surfaces are prepared, they will be 

painted.  The project is slated to start in 

the beginning of October and includes 

not only preparation and painting of 

surfaces, but also repairing and painting 

of damaged wood trim.  The entire 

church exterior is due to be painted at 

this time. Continued donations are 

actively being sought for the completion 

of the painting phase. (See illustration on 

page 3) Prayers of thanks go out to each 

and every person, who through their 

donations to memorials and the painting 

fund, allowed this project to take place.   
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First Foundation  
Receives Initial Funding  
 

In 2008, as an effort to create an 

endowment fund into which donations 

could be made and protected for life, our 

church established “First Foundation.” 

At a recent financial workshop attended 

by Tom Musselman and Jim Banks, 

endowments were discussed at length, 

along with a variety of methods for 

potential donors to contribute. 

 

In response to First Foundation, Sam 

Panicaro has requested that donations 

received in honor of Bev be used to 

begin funding of the endowment.  Thank 

you, Sam, for your devotion to our 

Church and its future. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Congratulations to our 

Confirmation Class 
 

Pictured here are the members 

of our 2010 confirmation class. 

Pastor Linda, Joanna 

Leonardo, Natalie Brennan, 

Emily Case, Samantha Joerg, 

and Johanna Snedeker who 

served as their principal 

teacher.   

 

Thank you also to all the 

parents that served as 

supporting teachers in the 

confirmation process.  
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Stanley ôs  

Parsonage  
Project  
 
During the long hot days of this 

Summer, while we all baked in the 

shining sun, the church mice were at 

work in the parsonage.  As of this 

writing all of the plumbing has been 

repaired.  All of the walls, ceilings and 

closets damaged by frozen pipes have 

been patched and repaired.  The 

downstairs powder room is back 

together with a new sink and vanity.  

How did this all happen? The time and 

talents of our members.  Special thanks 

to Bonnie Scharf and family for their 

tireless spackle, priming and painting.  

Thanks to Bud Lewis, Dan Snyder and 

Jim Banks for repair of structural 

problems. And, thanks to Annie Reilly 

for taking responsibility to repaint the 

portion of the parsonage she resides in.  

The parsonage is complete just in time to 

house Christian Education Classes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fall 
Festival! 

 
The First Reformed Church of Rocky 

Hill is kicking off its fall season with its 

annual Fall Festival on October 15, 16, 

and 17.  This year’s Fall Festival marks 

an important milestone in the 

revitalization of our church.  At long 

last, the painting and repairing of the 

exterior of our church has started.  The 

Church, in the geographic center of our 

community, is listed as a National 

Historic Landmark.  The exterior 

restoration will help return the look of 

this town center to its natural 

prominence. 
 

The Fall Festival, always given by our 

congregation as a gift to the community 

it serves, will kickoff with a concert on 

Friday Night at 7 pm in the 

Sanctuary.  A twenty-one piece swing 

band will offer everyone a great evening 

of music with a great sound.  All are 

invited. 

Saturday at 1 pm will bring the annual 

Pig Roast and barbecue.  An annual 

event for all to enjoy, offerings at the Pig 

Roast will also include the usual 

barbecue fare: hot dogs, hamburgers,  

 

Ministries Wish  List  
Do you have these items around the house 
that arenõt being used? 

  

Annie:  Extra Bibles and stationary supplies.  

Crystal:  Soft ru g for Nursery, DVD player, 

art supplies, anything with frogs (?)  

Jim:  High back chair and coffee table for 

Mark Room  

Bette:  Extra contributions to the Deacons 

Fund . 
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salads, ice cream…a lot of great home-

made food.  In addition, there will be a 

bake sale in Fellowship Hall.   There 

will also be many activites and fun 

things to do for the kids in the family. 

Fall Festival will conclude with the 

Sunday Morning Service, 10:00 am. To 

compliment the Jazz Sunday and Rock 

Sunday services offered in the last few 

months, the music for this morning will 

have an old-fashioned country music 

feel.  

WEB WATCH 
By Jenny B. 

Over the past year our technology team 

has been working hard to re-vamp 

Rocky's website. It has been a long road, 

but I am confident that a glance at our 

website can give anyone a better 

understanding of what this church is and 

what we mean to each other. In the 

beginning, we had just a page with very 

little information about the church. 

Today, there are pages for all areas of 

our congregation and mission. The 

technology team has been learning every 

day, and hopefully visitors can now 

learn about us with the click of a mouse. 

It has been our goal to make information 

accessible to the community, and I feel 

like we are now a step closer. Please 

visit us on the web at 

www.rockyhillchurch.com. 
Webmaster B. 

 

Whatõs 

for  

Breakfast ? 

Talk to one of our congregation’s men 

who have been attending the Wednesday 

Morning Brunch Bunch. Fred Lewis and 

Jim Banks started this weekly event that 

has grown by many more members 

including those of other churches. A 

great opportunity for Men’s fellowship 

where one can enjoy a good breakfast 

combined with some meaningful 

conversation about life’s issues 

(peppered with a couple jokes.) If you 

would like to take part, please do! Call 

Fred, Jim, or Tom Musselman for more 

information or to set up a ride if you 

need one. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Deacons fund 

Bette Henney reminds us that the 

Deacons Fund is used as needed by 

Pastor Linda as a source of  emergency 

aid for people in need of  food,  lodging, 

or supplies. Please support this fund with 

contributions. Use an offering envelope 

in your packet with the designation 

“Missions”. Mark it “Deacons Fund.” 
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A Great Family Day 
at  

Turtle  Back Zoo  
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Birthdays Sept. and Oct. 
 
09/01   Sally Barkand 
09/04   Peggy Shafer 
09/04   Pastor Linda 
09/05   Jacob Donahue 
09/10   Diane Talarick 
09/17   Dave Shafer 
09/18   Natalie Brennan 
09/18   Bob Talarick 
09/20   Kelley Whitlock 
 
10/04 David Blydenburgh 
10/09 Ruth Robbins 
10/15 Clem Baldwin 
10/15 Bette Henney 
10/17 Anna McFadden 
10/19    Barbara Majeski 
10/23 Anneka Steen 
10/26 Amy Musselman 
10/27 Hannah Fenton 
10/28 Ruth Ann Keastead 
10/29 Linda Drake 
10/30 Bill Lucas 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries Sept. and Oct. 
 
09/07   Linda & Tom Musselman 
09/21   Wendy & David Case 
09/21   Alberta & Don Drake 
09/21   Barbara & Toby Whitlock 
09/24   Sue Ann & Dan Snyder 
 
10/02 Diane & Bob Talarick 
10/03 Barb Alton & John Case 
10/04 Lynn & David Blydenburgh 
10/08    Jennifer & Jeff Donahue 
10/13 Beth & Ray Whitlock 
10/19    Barbara Majeski 
10/26 Mary Grace & Art Carroll 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently we celebrated a 

special Fellowship Hour.  

Pastor Linda hit the BIG 29. 

(Clearly we ran out of candles.)   

Warm blessings to the Pastor 

and prayers for many more. 

Is your info missing? Please let us know. Call 

the church office at 609 924-7450 
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PLUNGE 
Where was Annie this  
Summer?  
 
Our Youth Minister, Annie Reilly, tells us “I spent the 

summer as an intern at First Reformed Church of 

Schenectady. It was mostly a summer of observing the way church administration works, 

planning and leading Vacation Bible School, and doing office work for a non-profit 

organization called The Damien Center. I also house sat for my friends Bill and Abby and 

got to know their cat, Patrick. I think I still have some of his fur embedded in my latest 

knitting project. It was a good seven weeks but I'm glad to be back with you and jump 

right into all the wonderful things we've got going on at Rocky Hill.”  

 

 
Youth Ministry  
Fall Semester Schedule  
 

For students 7th Grade and Older 

Saturday, October 9 - 2pm: Apple Picking  

     Bring $10 for apples 

Friday, November 12 - 6pm: Game Night 

Saturday, December 18 - 2 pm: Cookie Baking 

All events meet at the parsonage. 

 

For All Ages 

Saturday, October 30: Halloween Party.  

     Details to follow. 

Sunday, December 19 - 6pm: Christmas Bash  

     at the Parsonage 

Movie Nights to be announced so stay tuned!  
 

Sunday Night Lights (SNL)  
 

Meets every third Sunday night at 

the parsonage from 6:00 pm to 

8:30 pm. This is a night that 

includes dinner, worship, and 

learning together. All students 

ages 10 and up are invited. 

 

All events meet at the parsonage 

unless noted otherwise. Friends 

are always welcome. 

 

Questions? Email Annie at 

reilly.ann.c@gmail.com  

or call at 616 836-0694 
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The St. Paul Childrenôs Choir to 

be our musical worship leaders.  
 

The Children’s Choir from St. Paul 

Church in Princeton will be our worship 

leaders during the September 26
th

  

worship service. Carole Moore, the 

leader of the choir, shares with us that 

“They are excited to share music, faith, 

and friendship with our community as 

we join together to praise God with one 

voice."  
 

YOGA INSTRUCTION 

CONTINUED  

THIS FALL  
 

Our congregation took advantage of a 

unique opportunity on Thursdays over 

the last summer.  Instructor Terri Kehoe-

Walker introduced many members to the 

benefits of YOGA. Yoga offers many 

benefits including making you feel better 

about your body as you become stronger 

and more flexible; toning your muscles, 

reducing stress, and improving your 

mental and physical well-being. The 

classes will continue on Thursdays at 

7:00 pm.   

 
 

 

 

Geared for adults, this class is offered to 

all interested participants, novice 

through experienced. Terri also offers 

instruction to those who might have 

limited motion or other physical 

challenges.  Schedule starts Sept. 30
th

. 

Call the office for more information. 
 

Missions Ministry 

Update 

Fred Lewis, Missions Ministry Leader,  

updates us on the collection of relief 

supplies sent for the victims of the 

earthquake in Haiti. “Two of the three 

containers we loaded in Hillsborough 

were delivered,” says Fred. “The 

containers were unloaded, and materials 

distributed. The containers were then 

turned into shelters as planned.” He adds 

“The third container has just now been 

released from customs.”  Thank you, 

Fred, for coordinating this effort on the 

church’s behalf. 
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Scripture Guide for 

Upcoming Sermons 
 

Sept. 19  
1 Corinthians 9:24-27   
Sept. 26  
1 Timothy 4:6-16  
Oct. 3           
Psalm 137           
Oct.10  
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7,11-14a 
Oct. 17 
Jeremiah 32:1-15    
Oct. 24  
Luke 18:9-14 
Oct. 31 
Luke 19:1-10 
 

Fall Bible Study  
 

The Book of Psalms has served as a 

source of both praise and comfort to 

many generations.  But did you know 

that it also contains prayers, laments, 

confessions, beautiful poetry and 

song?  Come and join us as we study this 

'hymnal' of the Old Testament!  Evening 

sessions are Tuesdays at 7:00 pm.  Or, if 

you would rather attend in the daytime, 

join our Thursday class, which meets at 

10:00 am.  All classes are held in the 

Mark Room. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Lindaôs 

Recommended 

Readings 
 

In Spirituality:  Life of The Beloved: 

Spiritual Living in a Secular World  

by Henri Nouwen   

 

A spiritual classic and must read. 

 

In Health and Wellness:   Women, Food 

and God: An Unexpected Path to Almost 

Everything by Geneen Roth 

 

If you suffer about your relationship 

with food -- you eat too much or too 

little, think about what you will eat 

constantly or try not to think about it at 

all -- you can be free. Just look down at 

your plate. The answers are there. Don't 

run. Look. Because when we welcome 

what we most want to avoid, we contact 

the part of ourselves that is fresh and 

alive. We touch the life we truly want 

and evoke divinity itself. 

 

In Church Life:   The Present Future: Six 

Tough Questions for the Church 

by Reggie McNeal 

   

In this provocative book, author, 

consultant, and church leadership 

developer Reggie McNeal debunks these 

and other old assumptions and provides 

an overall strategy to help church leaders 

move forward in an entirely different 

and much more effective way. 
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Sunday School Schedule 

 

Crystal Joerg  

Toddlers 8:45                               Nursery 

Jeff Donahue  

Elementary School 8:45           Parsonage 

Annie Reilly 

Gr. 7 - High School 8:45          Parsonage 

John Pepe  

Adults 9:00                           Mark Room 



 
Calendar of Events  
SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 
 
Sept 19  
Start of Christian Education 
Programs - Adult 9:00 am  
Toddlers through High School 8:45 am 
 
Sept  26 
St. Paul Childrenôs Choir  
Worship Leaders for morning service  
Sanctuary 10:00 am 
 
Oct. 1  Family Movie Night 
7:00 pm Fellowship Hall Theater 
 
 
Oct. 2 Mission: Kitchen 
8:00 am - 4:00 pm Menôs Ministry to 
replace kitchen cabinet 
doors/drawers 
 

Oct 9  Apple Picking PLUNGE 
2:00 pm Meet at the Parsonage 
 
Oct. 9-10 Somerset County 
Weekend Journey  
Through the Past 
1:00 pm Sanctuary 
 
Fall Festival Weekend 

Oct. 15 Swing Band Concert  
7:00 pm Sanctuary 
 
Oct. 16 Pig Roast 
1:00 pm  
 
Oct. 17 ñCountry Music 
Sundayò 
Worship Service 10:00 am 

 
 
 
 

Oct. 30 PLUNGE 
Halloween Party 
Meet at the Parsonage 
Details to Follow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesdays 7:00 pm 
Bible Study  
Mark Room 
 
Thursdays 10:00 am 
Bible Study 
Mark Room 
 
Thursdays 7:00 pm 
YOGA 
Fellowship Hall 
 
Wednesdays 10:00 
Menôs Group Breakfast 
Place: Ask Fred Lewis 
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SUMMER AT  

ROCKY HILL CHURCH  

Fellowship Hall set up 

for Danielle and 

JonRyan’s Wedding 

Reception 

Peg Banks leading her Summer 

Orchestra Skills Workshop 

 

Paddle Mariners on the lake at 

Colonial Park during one of the many 

Family Fun Days. 
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Rev. Linda Pepe 
Pastor 
908 218-1429  
lapepe@aol.com 

Annie Reilly 
Youth Minister 

616 836-0694  
Reilly.ann.c@gmail.com 

Michael Majeski 
Organist/Choir Director 
609 585-8998 
mepm@optonline.net 

Consistory 
Jim Banks 
Outreach Ministry Leader, Co-Treasurer 
jimandpegbanks@earthlink.net 
609 924-8052 

Johanna Snedecker 
V.P. of Consistory 

609 497-9686 
jsnedeker@mtsd.us 

Bette Henney 
Finance Ministry Leader 
908 359-4949 
bettehy@aol.com 

Crystal Joerg 
Education Ministry Leader 

732 230-2463 
crystaljoerg@gmail.com 

Fred Lewis 
Missions Ministry Leader 
908 359-0889 
Fred.c.lewis@gmail.com 

Kira Scharf 
Worship Ministry Leader 

609 920-3392 
kirascharf@verizon.net 

Daniel Snyder 
Ministry Leader, Buildings and Grounds 
609 921-1373 
dfsnyder@verizon.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Barbara Whitlock 
Pastoral Care Ministry Leader 

609 924-4062 
tobywhitlockjr@aol.com 

 

Volunteer Ministry Leaders 
 
Barbara Majeski 
Fellowship Ministry Leader 
mepm@optonline.net 

Jenny Barnes 
Webmaster 

Barnes.jnnfr@hotmail.com 
Susan Wilder 
Co-Treasurer 
Natsmom97@aol.com 

 
Additions to the Directory 
 

Danielle and JonRyan Fitzpatrick 
4 Harlingen Rd. Apt. 4A 
Belle Mead, NJ 08502 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Newest addition to RHC Family 
Jordan Alexander Donahuetism at FRCRH 

October 17th, 2010! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directory  

 
Newest addition to FRCRH Family 

Jordan Alexander Donahue 

May 5th, 2010 - 2:48pm 

7 lbs., 11 oz., 21 in. long 

 Baptism at FRCRH October 17
th

, 2010! 
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